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Trancfarminn rnale-v-

A reality check for
BJP, a boost for
the Opposition

The voters of India have once again asserted their collective voice! They have
responded categorically to the promises and assurances made by the political
players of different political hues. Major political parties and alliances have both
positive takeaways as well as important lessons to reflect upon.

There are four important takeaways from this historic electoral verdict. Firstly,
after two Lok Sabha polls in which the ruling party had enjoyed comfortable majori-
ties, we are back to a Lok Sabha with no party securing a majority. The BJP has
emerged as the single-largest party in the new Lok Sabha and its pre-poll alliance
has secured a majority. The BJP has secured 80% of the seats within the NDA and is
clearly the dominant player in that alliance. The I.N.D.L.A collection of parties is around
60 seats behind the NDA. Here, the Congress accounts for less than half the alli-
ance, with the non-Congress parties in the alliance together having higher num-
bers than the Congress. The circle of numbers is complete with the ‘others’ shrink-
ing to less than 20 seats. Thus, a mixed mandate from the voter in 2024, reflecting
the diversity of opinions and preferences.

Secondly, this election asserts a point that appeared to have been forgotten for
long. This election result witnesses the resurfacing of an earlier phenomenon —
‘states as the centre of Indian politics’. Look at the five different results in the five
states south of the Vindhyas — the BJP gets a majority of the seats in Karnataka, it
shares an equal number with the Congress in Telangana, a three-party alliance
sweeps Andhra Pradesh, the DMK-led alliances secured a majority of seats in Tamil
Nadu and the Congress-led UDF has the upper hand in Kerala. In each of the five
states, the verdict was dictated by distinctly state-level political factors. The na-
tional parties, the BJP and the Congress, had to dovetail their electoral strategies to
the local realities.

The same trend holds good for a cluster of states in North India — Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh. A distinctly different electoral result in each
of the four states is patently visible. This Lok Sabha election has once again placed
the states of India at the centre of politics.
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- Tenure of re-employment of R K Gupta, CSS, Deputy Elec-
tion Commissioner (JS level), Election Commission of India (ECI),
has been extended on contract basis for a period upto
30.06.2024.

- Subhash Kumar (IRS IT: 2011), Deputy Secretary, Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting, was prematurely repatriated to
his parent cadre.

- S Sundar Rajan (IRS IT: 2007), Director, Election Commis-
sion of India, was prematurely repatriated to his parent cadre.

- Vinod Kumar Tripathi (IRSE, Civil: 1995) was appointed as
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Steel ill his retirement on 31.12.2027
Vice Ruchika Chaudhry Govil (IRS IT: 1990).

- Sachidanand Prasad (IP&TA&FS: 1994) was appointed as
Secretary, National Commission for Indian System of Medicine
(NCISM) under the Ministry of AYUSH till his superannuation on
31.12.2027.

- Mukta Shekhar (IRAS: 1994) was prematurely repatriated
to Cadre. Currently, she is Joint Secretary, Ministry of Heavy
Industries.

- Pradeep Kumar (IP&TA&FS: 1995) was appointed as Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries till his superannuation on
31.03.2026 Vice Mukta Shekhar.

- Kamlesh Kumar Mishra (IRTS: 2003) was appointed as
Joint Secretary, Sixteenth Finance Commission under the De-
partment of Economic Affairs for a tenure of five years.

- Shersha (CSS) was appointed as Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Minority Affairs till superannuation on 31.10.2025 vice
ShahnawaZ Alam (IP&TA&FS:1994).

- Ankita Singh (IRS IT: 2011) was appointed as Deputy Sec-
retary in the Capacity Building Commission under Department of
Personnel & Training, Delhi for a period of four years.

- Tushaba Dasharathrao Shinde (IRPS: 2008) was appointed
as Director in the Department of Administrative Reforms & Public
Grievances, Delhi for a period of five years.

- Harsh Kumar Jain (IFS: 1993) was appointed as Ambassa-
dor of India to the Republic of the Philippines.

- Rakesh Kumar Meena (IRSS: 2010) was re-designated as
Director, DPIIT for a period up to 31.03.2025 (i.e. till TSU is func-
tional). Currently he is Deputy Secretary in DPIIT.

- Vikas Agarwal (ITS: 1997) was appointed as CVO, HMT
Ltd, Bengaluru under the Ministry of Heavy Industries for a pe-
riod of three years.

- Suvarna Deshpande Dash (IRPS: 2002) was appointed as
CVO, Indian Telephone Industries Ltd, Bengaluru under the De-
partment of Telecommunications for a period of three years.

Tenure of Dharmendra Kumar Madan (IOFS: 1994) as
CVO, Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd (PGCIL) Delhi/NCR,
was extended for 10 months upto 28.04.2025.

- Ravi Shankar (IFS: 1995) was appointed as the next Am-
bassador of India to Ukraine.

- Sushil Kumar Singh (IRSME: 1993) was appointed as Chair-
person, Deendayal Port Authority, Kandla under the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and Waterways for an overall tenure upto the
date of his superannuation on 31.01.2027 vice S K Mehta (IFoS:
1990: GJ).

- Vijay Khanduja (YOA: 2004) has been appointed as the
next High Commissioner of India to the Republic of Cameroon.

- Manish Chauhan (IFS: 1994) has been appointed as the
next Ambassador of India to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

- TRoumuan Paite (IRS IT: 1996), CMD, National Scheduled
Tribes Finance & Development Corporation, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, was entrusted with additional charge of the post of
Managing Director, Tribal Co-operative Marketing Development
Federation of India w.e.f. 13.11.2023 till 12.11.2024.

- Tenure of Kamlesh Chaturvedi (IFoS: 1988: MP), Joint Sec-
retary, Ministry of Road Transport & Highways was extended
for a period of three months beyond 21.05.2024.

- Tenure of Moloy Chandan Chakrabortty (IDAS: 1993), Jute
Commissioner (JS level), Kolkata, Ministry of Textiles, was ex-
tended for a period of eighteen months beyond 05.05.2024.

- Ramanjaneyulu B (IRS IT:2007), Director in the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, was appointed as
Director in LOKPAL on ‘lateral shift’ basis for a tenure up to 01
.12.2026.

- Tenure of Alka Nangia Arora (IDAS:1991), Additional Sec-
retary & Financial Advisor, Department of Agricultural Research
and Education, was extended for a period of one year beyond
12.07.2024 i.e. up to 12.07.2025.

- Ajitkumar Vasantrao Sontakke (IoFS: 2009) was appointed
as CVO, Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL), Mumbai
under the Department of Atomic Energy on ‘lateral shift’ basis for
a period up to 20.05.2027 i.e. maximum admissible tenure of 7
years away from the cadre.

- Nitin Kumar Yadav (IAS: 2000: HY) was appointed as
Joint Secretary, Department of Commerce for a combined
tenure of seven years ending 12.09.2028. He replaces M.
Balaji (IAS: 2005: TN)

- Pankaj Yadav (IAS: 2001: HY) was appointed as Joint
Secretary, Department of Rural Development for an overall
tenure of five years upto 31.10.2027 vice Karma Zimpa Bhutia
(IFoS: 1997: JH).

- Saurabh Garg (IAS: 1991: OR) was appointed as Sec-
retary, Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (M/
0 SPI) upto his superannuation on 31.07.2024 and thereafter
on contract basis for a period of one year ending 31.07.2025.
As per the notification he will also function as Secretary to
National Statistical Commission. Currently, he is Secretary
Department of Social Justice & Empowerment.

- Amit Yadav (IAS: 1991: AGMUT) was appointed as
Secretary of Department of Social Justice & Empowerment
vice Saurabh Garg. To formalise the same the Govt partially
maodified its order (dated 27.05.2024) appointing Amit Yadav
as OSD in the ministry to succeed Garg as Secretary w.e.f.
01 August 2024.

- Ajay Tewari (IAS: 1993: AM), Additional Secretary, Min-
istry of Power, was repatriated to his parent cadre on the
request of Government of Assam.

- Pankaj Agrawal (IAS: 1992: MP), Secretary, Ministry of
Power, was entrusted with additional charge of the post of
Secretary, Department of Telecommunications from 28.05.2024
t009.06.2024 during the period of absence on leave of Neeraj
Mittal (IAS: 1992: TN).

- Amit Yadav (IAS: 1991: AGMUT: 1991) was appointed
as Officer on Special Duty, Department of Social Justice &
Empowerment in the rank and pay of Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of India. He will take over as Secretary, Department
of Social Justice & Empowerment vice Saurabh Garg (IAS:
1991: OR) upon his superannuation on 31.07.2024. Presently
Amit Yadav is working in the cadre as Chairman, NDMC.

- Raj Kumar Goyal (IAS: 1990: AGMUT) was laterally
shifted from Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and appointed to
a critically important post of Secretary, Department of Justice
under the Ministry of Law & Justice. It may be underlined that
he was recently appointed as Secretary, Department of Bor-
der Management under MHA.

- Rajendra Kumar (IAS: 1992: TN) was appointed as Sec-
retary, Department of Border Management under MHA vice
Raj Kumar Goyal upon his appointment as Secretary, Depart-
ment of Justice. Currently, he is DG, Employees’ State Insur-
ance Corporation (ESIC) under the Ministry of Labour & Em-
ployment.

Amit Garg (IPS: 1993: AP), Addl. Director, SVP NPA, will
continue to hold additional charge of the post of Director, SVP
NPA for a further period of three months beyond 31.05.2024
or till the appointment of a regular incumbent.

- Dr Vikas Pathak (IPS:2008: RJ) was appointed as Deputy
Inspector General in Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) for a
period of five years.

-AY V Krishna (IPS: 1995: AM) IG, CRPF, was appointed
as Additional Director for a tenure of five years up to
06.08.2028.

Tenure of two IPS officers of SP + DIG ranks have been
extended, another IRS officer serving on deputation too have
been given extension while two other IPS officers have been
inducted in the CBI to the rank of SP+DIG for a tenure of five
years. Name and other details of these officers are as fol-
lows.

- Tenure of Dr Sonal Chandra (IPS: 2008: TN), DIG, CBI,
has been extended for one-year from 01.07.2024 to
30.06.2025 which is a total central deputation of six years.

- Tenure of Murali Rambha (IPS: 2011: TN), SP, CBI, has
been extended for two years from 08.07.2024 to 07.07.2026
which is total central deputation of seven years.

- Vijayendra Kumar (IRS: 2007), presently working as SP
in CBI, has been appointed as DIG in CBI for an overall com-
bined tenure of (SP+DIG) upto 19.07.2024 which is a total
central deputation of seven years.

- Jashandeep Randhawa (IPS: 2012: HY) has been in-
ducted as SP in CBI for a combined tenure (SP+DIG) of five
years.

- Subhash Chandra Jat (IPS: 2015: JH) has been inducted
as SP in CBI for a combined tenure (SP+DIG) of five years.

- N Venu Gopal (IPS: 1995: HP), presently working as
Joint Director, CBI, was appointed as Additional Director, CBI,
for an overall tenure of five years up to 24.05.2027.

Delhi CS gets second
extensmn in a row

Delhi Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar (IAS: 1987:
AGMUT) has been given
second extension that is
of three months from
01.06.2024 to
31.08.2024. Earlier the
3 matter of Delhi CS
ey g reached Supreme Court

e/ as the Delhi government

i , opposed any extension to

“ him but after the court’s

intervention, Kumar was given six month’s extension. The
Delhi CS was scheduled to retire on November 30, 2023.

Rahate appomted as Chairperson

< 7 . Days after superannua-

Vi ~ tion as Union Secretary, De-
partment of Justice S. K. G.
~ Rahate (Retd IAS: 1990: JH)
was appointed as Chairper-
son, Airports Economic Regu-
latory Authority (AERA) for a
tenure of three years. Report-
edly, he will take charge next
week. The Government of In-
dia, in accordance with the AERA Act (2008), established
Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India (AERA) to
regulate tariff and other charges for aeronautical services
rendered at airports.

Madhusudan to take over as
DCM in Tokyo

R Madhusudan (IFS: 2007) has been appointed as

~ Deputy Chief of Mission at the In-
dian Embassy in Tokyo, Japan.
Madhusudan, who belongs to
. Palakkad in Kerala, was earlier Min-
ister in India’s Permanent Mission to
the United Nations in New York.
Madhusudhan will take charge in
Tokyo on June 10.
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Chief Secretary Warns
Seed Hoarders

To prevent hoarding, the Chief Secretary or-
dered the formation of special teams compris-
ing officials from the Agriculture, Revenue, and
Police Departments. Chief Secretary Santhi
Kumari has instructed district Collectors to file
cases under the Preventive Detention (PD) Act
against traders who hoard seeds to create an
artificial shortage. The directive came during a
teleconference held with district Collectors to
discuss seed supply for the monsoon crop

at the availability of all seed varieties and fertil-

izers is significantly higher this year compared to last year. She urged farmers

not to worry about the distributi
stocks of hybrid seeds for cotto

on of seeds, emphasizing that there are ample
n, soya, and maize, as well as Jeeluga seeds.

Neerabh Kumar Prasad New Chief
Secretary Of Andhra Pradesh

New Innings

Senior IAS officer Neerabh Kumar Prasad
appointed as Chief Secretary of Andhra Pradesh
in place of K.S. Jawahar Reddy, who had since
been transferred. Mr. Reddy, who is scheduled
to retire from service this month-end on at-
taining the age of superannuation, had pro-
ceeded on leave, sources in the Secretariat
said. A 1987 batch IAS officer, Mr. Prasad is the
senior most among the officers in the State
cadre. Though he is also due to retire from ser
ice on attaining the age of superannuation this
month-end, Chief Minister selected him for the
post as he is known to be an efficient and hon-
est officer, as per the reports his term will be
extended further.

Ravi Chandra Will
Head CMO

IAS officer Muddada Ravi Chandra is ap-
pointed as Principal Secretary to new Andhra
Pradesh CM Chandra Babu Naidu. He is 1996
batch IAS officer of AP cadre. He will be also the
chief officer to Chief Ministers Office.

& New Beginnings

Aditya Nath Das, former chief secretary
and former irrigation special chief secretary
of Andhra Pradesh, has been appointed ad-
visor to the irrigation department of
Telangana government.

It may be recalled that in undivided
Andhra Pradesh, Aditya Nath Das was one of
the two secretaries of the irrigation depart-
ment. While he was in-charge of irrigation
projects in the Telangana region, another IAS
officer, SK Joshi was in-charge of projects in
Andhra. Post bifurcation, Das was allotted
to AP and Joshi to Telangana. Both the bu-
reaucrats were later elevated as chief sec-
retaries. Aditya Nath Das, after his retirement
in 2021, had been appointed advisor to the
AP government.

Shandilya’s term extended

Meanwhile, the tenure of IPS officer
Sandeep Shandilya, Director, Telangana State
Anti-Narcotics Bureau, has been extended
for a period of one year with effect from June
1, 2024. Shandilya, the 1993-batch IPS officer,
retired on attaining superannuation on May
31, 2024.As per the reports in the supervi-
sion of Sandeep Shandilya Anti-Narcotics
Bureau is performing effectively since its
inception and had added many feathers in
the cap.

Dr.Jitender gets V&E charge

Meanwhile, the state government issued
orders posting Sr.IPS officer Dr.Jitender, prin-
cipal secretary, Home department, as Direc-
tor General of Vigilance and Enforcement
department and also Principal Secretary of
General Administration Department with full
additional charge. Mr.Jitender is known to
be one of the sincere officer in the bureau-
crats fraternity. Boss congratulations !

June, 2024

Lindy Cameron Greets President Of India

Lindy Cameron, British High Commissioner to India. Formerly National Cyber
Security Centre, NI Office and DFID greeted and deeply honoured to have presented
her credentials to President Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi.

Click Of The Month

Telangana Gover-

nor (o 23

Radhakrishnan &

~; Andhra Pradesh Gov-

— ernor S. Abdul Nazeer

# can be seen together.

an say it as coinci-

-dent, a good coinci-

» dence meeting at

Bengaluru. Now the

news is will

CP.Radhakrishnan

Y S will continue as

"%Telangana Governor

~ = or anew Governor will

" be appointed by the

* President of India.
~* Fingers crossed !

US Independence
Day Celebrated

US Independence Day Cel-
ebrated in the presence of Chief
Guest Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu,
Chief Minister of Telangana and U.S.
Rear Admiral Michael L. Baker, U.S.
Defense Attaché in India. Jennifer
Larson, CG of US in Hyderabad wel-
comed the guests. She told Cel-
ebrating Independence, freedom,
and democracy together tonight, |
am reminded how the deepening
US-India relationship is truly the
defining bilateral partnership of this
century.

" Healthy Life Style
‘On Priority’

“Fantastic morning celebrating
‘World Bicycle Day’ Great way to pro-
mote sustainable transport and a
healthy lifestyle.” Stated Gareth Wynn
Owen, UK Dy.High Commissioner. Oc-
casion World Bicycle Day at Hyderabad
Cycling Track ,a beginning of a fan-
tastic journey, dream and vision of
touching all of city population with
active mobility.

Pharma Lytica
Expo Organized

“l am glad to attend the
inauguration of  the
“Pharma Lytica Expo 2024”
as Guest of Honor. | deliv-
ered a speech introducing
the Turkish pharma sector
as well as the trade and co-
operation opportunities
between the Turkish and
Indian pharma sectors.”
Said Turkey Consul General
in Hyderabad, Orhan Yalman
Okam at Hitex Convention
Centre.
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The Festival Of Democracy

Lok Sabha Elections : The festival of Democracy ! So, the top brass is on
the screen.The officers, who were quite hectic in the arrangement of elec-
tions, anyhow spared some time to casts the vote.This shows their commit-
ment, this act also motivated the staff and other employees.Presenting the
pictures of the officers after casting the vote.

The right to vote is not just a privilege, but a basic human right.It is pro-
tected by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) . In many countries, the
right to vote is also protected by national constitutions.
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4| PN Ay

Mahesh Bhagwat with Family
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Rajarshi Shah & Gaush Alam
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Public Sector

NMDC'’s Steely Performance in FY24

India’s largest iron ore mining company, NMDC declared its
FY24 results on Monday. Delivering unprecedented volumes,
the company produced 45.02 million tonnes and sold 44.48
million tonnes of iron ore in FY24. Realizing a 10% growth in
production and 16% growth in sales compared to FY23
volumes,NMDC is now the first mining company in India to
cross the 45 MnT milestone in iron ore production.

The company’s FY24 financial performance is in tune with
its historic physical performance. NMDC reported a turnover
of Rs. 21,294 crores against Rs.17,667 crores in CPLY, a21%
move upwards. Headlining the numbers was NMDC'’s Profit
Before Tax (PBT) before exceptional item at Rs.8,294 crores
in FY24, 30% growth over FY23’s Rs.6,399 crores. However,
during the current year there was an exceptional expenditure
of Rs 282 cr whereas in CPLY there was an exceptional
income of Rs 1,237 cr (amount received from Monitoring Com-
mittee &amp; sale of Investment of NINL) resulting in increase
in PBT after exceptional item by only 5%. Company’s Profit After Tax (PAT) stood at Rs.5,632
crores in FY24, 2% more than Rs.5,529 crores in FY23. The Navratna public sector company
also declared 2 nd &amp; final dividend of Rs.1.50 per share to its shareholders in FY24, subject
to the approval of shareholders in the ensuing AGM.

The Audited Financial Results for the year 2023-2024 were approved by the Board of
Directors of the company under the Chairmanship of Shri Amitava Mukherjee, CMD (Additional
Charge) NMDC in its meeting held on May 27, 2024. Congratulating NMDC on this stellar perfor-
mance, Shri Amitava Mukherjee said, “Our achievement of crossing the 45 MT milestone is a
historic moment for the Indian mining industry.

SAIL declares financial results for Q4 and
Annual FY’24

Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) has declared its
financial results today for the quarter and year ending 315t
March, 2024. During FY 2023-24, the Company has achieved
its best ever performance in production and sales. The crude
steel production and sales volume have registered a growth
of 5.2% and 5.1% respectively during FY’24 over CPLY.

The Revenue from Operations for the Company has
been the highest ever during FY’24. This was the third con-
secutive year when the Revenue from Operation crossed
the coveted level of Rs. 1,00,000 crore. The Company has
recommended a final dividend of Rs. 1 per equity share i.e.
10% of face value for the Financial Year 2023-24, subject to
the approval of the shareholders at the AGM. The Company
had earlier paid an interim dividend of Rs. 1 per equity share
during the year. Commenting on the results, Chairman, SAIL
said, “The Indian Steel Markets have remained quite robust showcasing continual growth in
demand. SAIL has been taking various initiatives towards increasing volumes, adding value
added products to its product basket and improving efficiency levels which is reflected in the
improved physical performance year on year. The Company will continue to work on improving
its performance further to tap into the buoyancy in the growing Indian Steel Market”.

HUDCQ & IIFCL _sign MoU

et SAIL

Understandings (MoUs) with Dr. Padmanabhan Raja Jaishankar, Managing Director, IIFCL with
the aim of reinforcing cooperation and collaboration to leverage respective strengths for extend-
ing Infrastructure Co-Financing, Refinancing, Project Management Consultancy Services and
Capacity Building activities, subject to compliance with their respective mandates and policies.

HUDCO shall co-fund the infrastructure projects being funded by IIFCL, as the case may be,
at mutually agreed terms. HUDCO shall also avail refinancing from IIFCL, at mutually agreed
terms. Further, HUDCO shall extend its Project Management Consultancy Services for projects
being implemented /funded by IIFCL and capacity building support, wherever required, at mutu-
ally decided terms.Separate project specific agreements shall be signed for different projects/
activities after deciding the scope of work and other terms & conditions, as mutually agreed
upon. This MoU is executed to put on record the intent of Parties to undertake the activities as
stated above and shall not be treated as a legally binding Contract.

This signing of MoUs exemplifies the shared commitment of both organizations towards
sustainable development of Habitat sector. The Senior Officials of both the CPSEs including M.
Nagaraj, Director (Corporate Planning)of HUDCO and Pawan K. Kumar, Deputy Managing Direc-
tor of IIFCL were present during the event.

BHEL bags Rs 3,500 crore order from Adani
Power for Raipur TPP project

The Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL) said on
Wednesday that it has secured a Rs 3,500 crore order
from Adani Power Limited for setting up a 1,600 MW
thermal power plant (TPP) at Raipur, Chhattisgarh. “Bharat
Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has received an order
from Adani Power Ltd (APL) for setting up the 2x800
MW TPP at Raipur, Chhattisgarh,” the public sector giant
said in a regulatory filing.

“The nature of the order is supply of equipment —
boiler, turbine generator and associated auxiliaries along
with control and instrumentation and supervision of erec-
tion and commissioning,” BHEL said. Boiler and turbine
generator are to be manufactured at BHEL's Trichy and Haridwar plants, respectively, the
company added.

o U 5T

ONGC to set up 10 Compressed Bio-Gas
Plants in collaboration with EverEnviro

—

- : e AR

Energy Maharatna, ONGC and EverEnviro Resource Management Pvt. Ltd., a leading
developer of compressed biogas (RNG) in India have formed a joint venture (JV) to set up 10
Compressed Biogas (CBG) plants across India. The two firms have inked a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for the same. These plants, being set up in the first phase, areexpected
to reduce India’s reliance on imported gas and boost domestic renewable energy production.

The 50:50JV between ONGC and EverEnviro aligns with the Government of India’s initia-
tives, including the Global Bio-Fuels Alliance and the ambitious goal of achieving Net Zero
carbon emissions by 2070. By harnessing diverse feedstocks such as agri waste, agro-
industrial waste, energy crops, and municipal solid waste (MSW), the partnership aims to
mitigate approximately 7.5 lakh tons of CO2 equivalent annually.

Satyan Kumar, Executive Director, Chief Corporate Strategy, ONGC, said, “Alternative fuels
like biogas play a pivotal role in meeting our country’s energy demands while promoting
circular economy principles and effective waste management. ONGC has set sights on being
Net Zero by 2038 and hence we recognize the urgency of transition to clean energy by
utilizing agro-industrial waste and municipal solid waste. Our partnership with EverEnviro in
establishing CBG plants will significantly contribute to mitigating carbon emissions.”

HPCL Makes History with India’s First Highly
Efficier_1t ‘Solid Oxi

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd. has successfully commissioned India’s first Solid
Oxide based Electrolyser (SOE) at its HP Green R&D Centre, Bengaluru for Green Hydrogen
(GH2) generation. This highly efficient pilot-scale electrolyzer can generate Green Hydrogen
with 99.99% purity and marks a significant step in evaluating this technology for generation of
green hydrogen and its derivatives.

The first of its kind SOE system produces Green Hydrogen from the electricity generated
by a captive Solar+Wind plant using a20 kW Solid Oxide Electrolyser stack. One of the unique
features of the SOEC commissioned is that, it does not use rare earth materials for electrodes/
electrolytes. Further the energy consumption is about 20-30% lower than the other electrolyzer
technologies. Going forward, this has the potential to enable Green Hydrogen Mission eco-
nomically sustainable. During the commissioning, Shri S. Bharathan, Director — RefineriesHPCL,
briefed the progress made by HP Green R&D to support HPCL's energy transition through
innovation, research, indigenization, cost optimisation and revenue generation.

On the backbone of this SOE system, HP Green R&D Centre will carry out research in the
areas of utilization of low quality steam/waste heat from refineries for hydrogen generation,
carbon capture through co-electrolysis route producing syn-gas and e-fuels and the high
temperature hydrogen for further downstream applications. With this, HP Green R&D Center
has the unique distinction of commissioning all three leading technologies of electrolysers.
This will enable, simultaneous use of different types of electrolysers to optimize the cost. This
will also facilitate the study of the impact of intermittent nature of renewable energy from
different sources and address various issues associated with it.

NTPC Talcher Thermal Awarded Prestigious
International Safety Award

Talcher Thermal, 31st May
2024 — In a significant achieve-
ment, NTPC Talcher Thermal Power
Project has been awarded the
prestigious International British
Safety Council Award 2024.
Sanjay Kumar Gupta, AGM Safety
at NTPC TTPP, received this es-
teemed award from Mike Robinson,
Chief Executive, British Safety
Council.

: This honor highlights the un-
' wavering commitment of the en-
| tire Talcher Thermal team to work-
place safety for 200 employees
and more than 1,500 workers at NTPC TTPP, a considerable challenge. NTPC TTPP won the
award in the Merit Category, reflecting the plant’s adherence to stringent safety, health, and
environmental standards. The rigorous evaluation process involved over 1,200 industries
worldwide, making this award a remarkable testament to the plant’s superior safety practices.

Goutam Deb, Executive Director and Head of Project at NTPC TTPP, attributed this success
to the continuous efforts of all departments in promoting educated teams and implementing
necessary safety precautions. He remarked, “This achievement is a result of our collective
dedication towards creating a safe working environment.”

J.P. Roy, GM (Projects) congratulated the entire Talcher Thermal team for their remarkable
efforts and emphasized the need to continually strive to enhance safety performance. “The
dedication and hard work of our teams have been instrumental in this success,” he said. This
special category award to NTPC TTPP is expected to further motivate the entire team of
Talcher Thermal, strengthening their belief that with sustained efforts and strong leadership,
the “Zero Incident” target can be achieved.
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Too Much Sodium Can Make Atopic
Dermatltls Worse

e - A new study in JAMA

- %, Dermatology_published to-

.’ day suggests a link be-

, tween sodium intake and

*; the risk of developing

=+ atopic dermatitis. The

study also found that

higher levels of sodium

were linked to an increase

> in the severity of symp-

#; toms. In the study, which

involved almost 216,000

people, the scientists ana-

‘lyzed sodium levels in

urine at a single time point

L it to estimate usual dietary

ie'i%% sodium intake. Their analy-

sis showed that people

with higher levels of estimated 24-hour sodium excretion were more likely to have atopic
dermatitis. And higher levels were also linked to having more active and severe symptoms.

It is a dermatological condition thought to be driven by inflammation. In high-income
countries, it affects an estimated 20% of children and 10% of adults.

Despite its high prevalence, experts are still figuring out what influences the risk of
developing eczema and what makes it worse. Although there are likely a wide range of
factors, experts believe that diet plays a role.

Scientists have already investigated a number of dietary aspects, including maternal
diet, omega-3 intake, and probiotics. However, many questions remain.

More sodium led to worse symptoms

The latest study used data from 215,832 people aged 37-73. Of these, 10,839 had an atopic
dermatitis diagnosis. They estimated 24-hour urine sodium excretion from spot urine
samples and used this to gauge participants’ usual dietary sodium intake.

Their analysis showed that a 1-gram increase in estimated 24-hour sodium excretion
was associated with an 11% increase in the odds of having atopic dermatitis.

It was also linked to a 16% increased odds of having active atopic dermatitis and an 11%
increased odds of having more severe symptoms.

To validate this finding, the scientists also analyzed data from more than 13,000 partici-
pants in the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey. They showed that a 1-g per day
increase in dietary sodium — estimated using diet questionnaires — was associated with a
22% higher chance of having atopic dermatitis.

Past links between eczema and dietary sodium

According to the authors of the new study, a German textbook published more than 100
years ago recommends a low-salt diet for people with atopic dermatitis.

However, this recommendation had little data to back it up. More recently, scientists
have started to take more interest in the links between dietary sodium and eczema.

For instance, recent research shows that eating fast food more than three times each
week is associated with worse eczema severity in children.

Although fast food certainly is high in added salt and sodium, other components of the
food, such as sugar, fat, or additives, may have influenced these outcomes.

However, a small study_ from 2019 found that people with atopic dermatitis had higher
sodium levels in affected parts of their skin compared to healthy skin. The same study
showed that elevated sodium levels may influence the immune system, which suggests
that sodium could play a part in the condition’s severity.

Salt and the immune system

Katrina Abuabara, MD, associate professor of dermatology at the University of California,
San Francisco, and one of the authors of the new study, explained to Healthline how sodium
and salt intake can impact atopic dermatitis symptoms and the immune system overall.

“It is hypothesized that sodium is stored in the skin to prevent water loss and may help
prevent infection. However, it can also activate cells in the immune system, triggering some
inflammatory pathways and removing the ‘brakes’ from others,” Abuabara said.

“One study has examined this process specifically in atopic dermatitis,” she told us,
“but more research is needed to understand the impact of sodium on atopic dermatitis and
other autoimmune and inflammatory diseases.”

Abuabara said despite the findings, physicians are unlikely to suggest dietary changes
just yet. “This study was the first step in that we were able to show an association between
dietary salt and atopic dermatitis in a large population,” she explained. However, she also
told us that more research is needed before recommendations change.

“I think it is important to have experimental evidence that dietary salt can improve
eczema symptoms before we recommend dietary changes specifically for eczema.”

However, Abuabara said that many American adults may benefit from eating less so-
dium for other health reasons.

“The average American eats more than the recommended amount of salt, and low-salt
diets have been proven to reduce the risk of heart disease, especially among older adults,”
Abuabara said. How to reduce salt intake

With this in mind, we spoke with Lucy McCann, MD, a registered associate nutritionist
and clinical academic researcher. She provided some tips on ways to reduce sodium intake
in your diet. She recommends the following:

When cooking, try to add flavor with herbs and spices rather than salt.

Check food labels for their salt content. The Dietary Guidelines for America
recommends eating no more than 2.3 g of sodium each day (5.75 g of salit).

When you do enjoy salty foods, try to limit your portion size.

Opt for low-salt versions of foods where possible.

When buying tinned goods, choose ones in water rather than brine.

As often as possible, choose whole foods like fruit and veg rather than salty snacks.

OveraII McCann, who was not involved in the study, told us that “for most people, home
cooking is not the problem, rather, the salt in ultra-processed prepackaged fast foods is the
primary reason for high dietary intake. Reducing your intake of these foods could make a
real difference to your overall salt consumption.”
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Omega-3 Fish Oil Supplements May Help
You Feel Less Angry and Irritable

Omega-3 supplements can
help reduce aggression and
violent outbursts, new re-
search suggests. Duet
Postscriptum/Stocksy United

- New research has found

I that intake of omega-3 fatty
acids may reduce aggression
and violent outbursts.

- The study found that
omega-3 supplements could
reduce aggression by 30%.

- Experts say omega-3 has
an anti-inflammatory effect on

the brain and enhances the production of dopamine and serotonin.

- To increase your omega-3 intake, you can take a supplement or eat
more foods like fatty fish, extra virgin olive oil, and walnuts.

If you rarely feel angry, irritable, or aggressive, then omega-3 could
be a contributing factor.

New research has found that people who take omega-3 supple-
ments like fish oil or who get enough omega-3 fatty acids from eating
foods that contain them may be less prone to aggressive and violent
outbursts. Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania found that
commonplace omega-3 supplements reduced aggression by 30%, re-
gardless of age or gender.

The meta-analysis of 29 randomized controlled trials showed that
omega-3 reduced both reactive aggression, which is behavior in re-
sponse to a provocation, and proactive aggression, which is planned.

How omega-3 affects the brain

“The study’s findings — indicating that omega-3 may reduce ag-
gression and violent outbursts — align with existing knowledge about
the critical role of these nutrients in brain health,” says Stefanie Daniels,,
a registered nutritional therapist who was not involved in the study.
“While intriguing, it’s not surprising given the link between omega-3s,
inflammation reduction, and neurotransmitter function.”

Daniels says these findings underscore the huge impact diet and
nutrition can have on behavior and emotional regulation.

Omega-3 fatty acids are essential fats that our bodies need but can-
not produce on their own, so we must get them from the diet.

They’re crucial for various body functions, such as reducing inflam-
mation, supporting brain health, and maintaining heart health. Daniels
says they also help keep cell membranes flexible and are vital for brain
development and function, influencing mood and behavior.

She points to four main reasons that omega-3s appear to have this
effect on aggression. Firstly, they are anti-inflammatory.

“Chronic inflammation in the brain is linked to mood disorders and
aggressive behavior, and omega-3s (particularly EPA and DHA) help re-
duce this inflammation,” she explains.

“By decreasing inflammation, these fatty acids can support a more
stable and balanced mood.” Psychiatrist and nutritional therapist Dr.
Jennifer Kraker, MD, concurs.

She says the anti-inflammatory properties of omega-3s are impor-
tant for mood because when our immune system responses are el-
evated, they can trigger biochemicals that produce excess excitatory
responses in the brain.

“This is neurotoxic for the brain and causes irritability and, in those
susceptible to it, aggression,” she explains. “Omega 3s work to inhibit
this pathway.” In addition, omega-3s enhance the production and func-
tion of neurotransmitters like serotonin and dopamine, both of which
are crucial for regulating our mood.

Dysregulation of these neurotransmitters may lead aggression.
However, adequate nutrition may help support these neurotransmit-
ters. Omega-3s may also maintain the integrity and fluidity of these
membranes, which Daniels says is essential for efficient communica-
tion between brain cells.

“This contributes to better emotional regulation and a decrease in
aggressive behavior,” she explains.

The fourth reason omega-3s may play a role in reducing aggression
is related to HPA axis modulation.

“The hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis controls the body’s
response to stress, and omega-3s help modulate this axis, leading to a
more balanced stress response and decreased tendency towards ag-
gression,” Daniels explains.

Other brain health benefits associated with omega-3 supplements

Omega-3s may provide other brain health benefits in addition to
reducing aggression. Daniels says thanks to their anti-inflammatory
and neurotransmitter-modulating effects, they may reduce anxiety and
depression. Additionally, omega-3s could protect against cognitive de-
cline. “DHA helps maintain cognitive function and may reduce the risk of
neurodegenerative diseases,” Daniels explains.

They could also enhance neurodevelopment.

“In children, omega-3s support brain development and cognitive
performance, potentially reducing ADHD symptoms,” Daniels notes.

How to increase your omega-3 intake

Now that you know omega-3s can enhance your mood and may
reduce irritability, you might be wondering how to include more of them
in your diet. First things first, it’'s a good idea to understand how much
you need. Daniels says adults should aim for 0.6 — 3g of EPA and 0.15 — 2g/
day of DHA.
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Amit GaraTo Continue As
Director ,SVP NPA

Amit Garg IPS (Andhra Pradesh 1993), currently Additional
Director of the Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Acad-
emy (SVPNPA) in Hyderabad, has been granted extension of
his additional charge as Director of SVPNPA for another three
more months, until August 31, 2024. So, the officer will con-
tinue as Director, SVP NPA, can say one of the very hardcore
IPS officer, known for punctuality & commitment. Best
wishes.

It’s late, but it’s an important update that Senior IPS
officer Nalin Prabhat has been appointed as the Direc-
tor-General of National Security Guard (NSG), the
country’s counter-terrorism force, according to a Per-
sonnel Ministry order. Prabhat, a 1992 batch IPS officer
of Andhra Pradesh cadre and earlier to the posting he
was working as Additional Director General in CRPF.
“The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
has approved his appointment as the Director General,
NSG for a period up to August 31, 2028 i.e. the date of his
superannuation,” the order said. Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) chief Daljit Singh Chawdhary was holding the ad-
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Applauds for IRS Officer
Ashok Babu

Mahamandaleswar Swami Krishnanand Ji met Senior
IRS Officer Ashok Babu Nelapatla,Director of National River
Conservation Directorate.lt was a causal meet of Swami ji
to appreciate the efforts made by the officer for the riv-
ers. As known that the happening IRS officer is doing a
fabulous job for the conservation and protection of the
rivers. Well done sir !

Kumar Vishwajeet is new
Intelligence DG

The Election Commission of India appointed
Kumar Vishwajeet, a 1994 batch IPS officer, as
the new Director General (Intelligence), Andhra
Pradesh in place of P.S.R. Anjaneyulu. Kumar
Vishwajeet earlier served as ACB DG in 2022 and
also served on other reputed posts. Known to
be one of the sincere officer in the officers fra-
ternity. Best wishes Kumar sir !

PSS Gl

Malla Reddy : The Versatile Officer

Successfully completed Four Decades Of Service

“It’'s a momentous and memorable day in my life as |

| complete 40 years of continuous Government service, |
a rare happening that was bestowed upon me by the
grace of God. Exactly on this day, 40 years ago on 21.5.1984,
began my career by joining as Agricultural officer in Syn-

Retd. IPS Enters Parliament

Former DGP enters Parliament ! TDP’s winning can-

didate from the Bapatla constituency, Tenneti Krishna
Prasad is former IPS officer and Telangana Director
General of Police (DGP). He defeated Nandigam Suresh
Babu of the YSRCP with a margin of 2.08 lakh votes.
Prasad previously served as the chairperson of the
Telangana Road Safety Authority and the Additional Di-
rector General of Railways and Road Safety. He runs an
NGO called the Krishna Prasad Foundation. It worked to
mobilise medical equipment at the peak of the Covid-
19 pandemic, working with the American India Founda-
tion to procure and donate critical medical equipment
to hospitals.

dicate Bank, a Nationalised bank and later joining police
department as Deputy Superintendent of police in Sep-
tember 1987 and there on.” With all humility, | thank all
my friends, well wishers, relatives, elders, colleagues,
junior and senior officers for their affability, affection
and blessings all through my 40 years of career. On this
occasion, | also profoundly thank the Former Chief min-
ister of AP Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy for his magnanimity
for giving me an opportunity to serve in AP government
after my superannuation in Telangana in June 2020. Pres-
ently B. Malla Reddy,IPS Retd. is the Joint Managing Di-
rector of Vigilance, AP Transco , Vijayawada. AP.
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Harish Kumar Gupta New
Boss Of AP Police

The Election Commission of India ap-
pointed Harish Kumar Gupta as the new Di-
rector General of Police (DGP-Head of Police
Force) for Andhra Pradesh.Mr. Gupta assumed
charge at the AP Police Headquarters at
Mangalagiri. Can say best and committed of-
ficer is holding the big chair, good choice !

A 1992 batch IPS officer, Mr. Gupta served
in various capacities before assuming the
current role. He received the guard of honour
at the Police Headquarters. Senior police of-
ficers of different wings met the new DGP at
his office, with whom he reviewed the situa-
tion in the State.Best wishes to the officer.
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Genius Interior Design
Secrets From the Experts

Every interior design lover can benefit from having a pro in their corner, cheering them on. Even people who
have an expert eye for decoration look to their Pinterest boards for confirmation before committing to a change in
their home, right? It takes a special expertise and years of experience to develop interior design sources and
knowledge about things like lighting and floor planning. A professional’s input is helpful whether you’re a DIY genius
or a crafting novice.

Knowing your favorite designers’ interior decorating secrets would cure the analysis paralysis you feel every
time you need to buy a sofa or choose a paint color at The Home Depot. Imagine the peace of mind you'd feel if you
had an authoritative source to answer all of your burning questions, like: “How do | make the exterior of my home
feel more welcoming?” or “Will | regret putting up wainscoting?” We all need a guru who can help us tell fleeting
interior design trends from timeless ideas that are cycling back into style. That kind of knowledge is invaluable when
you’re making permanent decisions about your home.

Because not all of us have an interior design expert on speed dial, we've looked to 70 of our favorite pros to
share the decorating secrets they usually reserve for clients. Below, you'll find clever tips and tricks that can solve
every pain point in your home, whether it's a studio apartment or a farmhouse.

Bring in Textures and Layering

“When things are really tonal, texture and layering are a must,” designer Michael Ellison says of this Nantucket
home. He used plenty of natural stone, distressed leather, rattan accents, jute rugs, and faux-vellum walls to create
this intimate gathering space for his clients, relying on the different textures to provide depth and interest to the
entire home.

Combine Traditional and Modern

In this Los Angeles home, designer Jeremiah Brent explains, “The goal was to find the balance between the
pedigree of traditional design and the playfulness of modern design.” By doing so, he created a spacious and
beautiful retreat that encourages conversation and connection for a family that loves to entertain.

Don’t Knock a Fixer Upper

This once-dilapidated floating house didn’t look like it had much going for it when Donna and Eric Colson
purchased it. “It was red-tagged, completely dilapidated,” Colleen Dowd Saglimbeni, founder of CDS Interiors, says.
However, Dowd Saglimbeni was able to completely transform the structure thanks to its good bones and small but
open layout, using the panoramic views of the bay as her jumping off point in designing the ultimate entertainment
space.

Use the Ceilings for Balance

In this small maximalist’'s home, designer Nick Olsen needed to capture his client’'s more-is-more aesthetic
without making the space feel too crowded, so he decided to paint the ceilings white. “With all this boldness, you
need relief,” Olsen says. He also added in a range of earthy elements, like jute and bamboo, to further encourage
the balance.

Bring in Local Elements

“We intentionally avoided competing with the picturesque marsh views and wove their tones into various
spaces instead,” Cortney Bishop says of this Charleston, South Carolina, home. To do so, she looked to the outside
elements, like taking inspiration from the live oaks along the water for the white oak flooring and cabinetry in the
kitchen. She wanted to provide harmony in the entire property, creating “an immersive depth that seamlessly blends
with the surrounding environment and the old trees,” as she puts it.

Lighten Up a Room With Woven Cane

In this elegant mudroom designed by Ashley Montgomery, the caned cabinet fronts serve practical and deco-
rative purposes. They “provide airflow” to cabinets that hold farm clothes, boots, hats, and gloves, and their natural
color breaks up the green woodwork. Such high-traffic areas can feel cluttered, but thoughtful details like caning
can help calm the chaos.
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Paris Tourlsm Set to Soar as Schengen Visa Eases Access for Olymplc Travelers

Discover how the 2024 Olympic in Paris will turbocharge the city’s tourism industry,
transforming it into a bustling hub for millions of global visitors.

As Paris prepares to host the 2024 Olympic Games at the renowned Stade de France, the
city is set to witness a substantial boost in sports tourism, event participation, and international
business opportunities. Central to this surge is the streamlined Schengen visa application
process, designed to enhance accessibility and convenience for international visitors. This
simplification aims to facilitate smoother entry into France, ensuring that travelers can easily
enjoy the Olympic festivities and explore Parisian attractions.

Streamlined Visa Access through the Schengen Agreement

Travelers aiming to experience the Paris Olympics can benefit from the Schengen visa,
which grants access to 26 countries, including Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. This single visa simplifies travel across Europe, making it
easier for tourists to extend their stays and explore multiple countries, which is especially
appealing during the Olympic season.

Economic Impact and Industry Growth

With an anticipated 23,00,000 to 31,00,000 visitors, the Olympics are expected to gener-
ate significant economic activity. According to the Paris Tourism Office, visitors will spend
around EUR 2600 million during the Games. This influx will not only bolster the local economy
but also propel the events industry, with an increased demand for Olympic-related events,

Indian Tourism Boiling: Heatwave Disrupts
Travel to Taj Mahal and Beyond

As temperatures soar to
unprecedented levels,
Northern India finds itself in
the grip of a relentless
heatwave, creating chaos
for both domestic and inter-
national travelers. Iconic
| destinations, including the
world-renowned Taj Mahal,
o are bearing the brunt of this
climate crisis. The severe
heatwave, a stark manifes-
tation of global warming,
has led to travel disruptions,
health hazards, and a sig-

nificant impact on India’s booming tourism industry.

The Scorching Heatwave and Its Impact- India’s northern regions are experiencing one of
the most severe heatwaves in recent history. Temperatures have spiked well above the
average, frequently exceeding 45°C (113°F). This extreme heat has led to tragic consequences,
including fatalities and widespread heat-related illnesses. The heatwave is not only a public
health crisis but also a major disruptor for tourism in Northern India.

Travel Disruptions: Domestic and International Setbacks- The heatwave has created a
tumultuous environment for travelers. Airlines are grappling with the cancellation of flights due
to health risks, and railways are facing operational challenges as tracks expand under intense
heat, causing delays and breakdowns. Road travel is equally perilous, with overheated ve-
hicles and melting tarmac adding to the woes.

Italy shines as a beacon of global tourism
economy

Italy continues to captivate the
world with its rich cultural heritage,
stunning landscapes, and vibrant culi-
£ nary scene, solidifying its position as
! one of the top- performing countries in

data highlights Italy’s remarkable re-
covery and growth in tourism, under-
: scoring its pivotal role in the sector’s
* global landscape.

According to the World Tourism
= Organization UNWTO ltaly ranks
among the world’s leading tourism
. economies, consistently attracting mil-

lions of visitors each year.

In 2023, Italy welcomed over 94 million international tourists, a significant rebound from the
pandemic years. This surge in visitor numbers is a testament to Italy’s enduring appeal and its
ability to adapt to changing travel trends. ltaly’s diverse attractions cater to a wide array of
interests.

From the historic ruins of Rome and the romantic canals of Venice to the rolling vineyards
of Tuscany and the pristine beaches of the Amalfi Coast, Italy offers an unparalleled variety of
experiences. The country’s commitment to preserving its cultural and natural heritage while
promoting sustainable tourism practices has further enhanced its allure.

The ltalian tourism economy is not just about volume; it’s also about value. Italy excels in
offering high-quality experiences that drive significant economic impact.

The country’s luxury travel sector, encompassing high-end hotels, gourmet dining, and
bespoke experiences, attracts affluent travelers willing to spend on exceptional services and
products. This focus on quality over quantity ensures that tourism revenues contribute sub-
stantially to the national economy. Moreover, Italy’s strategic investments in infrastructure and
technology have bolstered its tourism sector.

business meetings, and cultural celebrations.

Enhanced Support for the Sports and Events Sectors

The focus on facilitating visa applications is crucial for encouraging global participation in
the Games and associated events. This policy supports the growth of the sports events
industry and sports tourism by ensuring a smooth entry process for attendees, athletes, and
officials.

Boost to Transportation and Hospitality

The influx of visitors is also a boon for the transportation and hospitality sectors. Airports
like Orly and Charles de Gaulle are experiencing increases in passenger capacity, essential for
accommodating the heightened travel demands during the Games. Likewise, the hospitality
industry is set to thrive, with a range of accommodations needed to cater to the diverse
preferences and budgets of international visitors.

Paris Le Bourget Airport, the primary hub for the French capital, is fully prepared to welcome
visitors from around the globe for the 2024 Olympics, anticipated to be one of the grandest
global events. This influx is expected to significantly boost France’s tourism, enhancing travel,
hotel, and airline industries. In July 2023, Le Bourget handled an impressive more than 6.5 million
passengers, indicating its readiness to manage the Olympic crowds. Similarly, Paris-Orly Airport
is also set to experience a surge in traffic, having accommodated more than 3.2 million passen-
gers in the same month. As these airports gear up for heightened activity, Paris’s tourism
hotspots are poised to captivate the world, reflecting the city’s vibrant culture and history in the
glow of the Olympic Games.

Now it is the time to limit over tourism in Majorca

Majorca, the largest of Spain’s
Balearic Islands, has long been a top
destination for travelers worldwide,

including a significant number of Brit-
ish tourists. Its stunning beaches, vi-
brant nightlife, and rich cultural heri-
— tage attract millions of visitors annu-

__a,,?ﬁ

has reached a tipping point, leading
to mounting concerns over

In recent years, the influx of tour-
!ists has caused severe challenges
. for the local population. Issues such

— Flas overcrowding, escalating costs
of living, and a housnng crisis are becoming increasingly unbearable for residents. The pressure
has reached a boiling point, prompting large-scale protests and calls for sustainable tourism
practices.

Local Response: Palma de Mallorca’s Approach to Overtourism

Palma de Mallorca, Majorca’s bustling capital, is at the forefront of these challenges. The city
has become a symbol of the struggle against overtourism, with approximately 10,000 residents
taking to the streets in late May to voice their frustrations. These protests highlight the urgent
need for a balanced approach to tourism that respects both the community and the environment.

Palma de Mallorca has initiated several measures to address the impacts of overtourism:

Tourism Caps and Regulation: The local government has implemented regulations to limit the
number of tourists, especially during peak seasons. This includes restrictions on short-term
holiday rentals to ensure more housing is available for residents.

Unlocking Tourism Opportunities: Sri Lanka’s
Strateglc B2B Roadshows In India

Sri Lanka Tourism aims to attract
Indian tourists with B2B roadshows
in Indore, Vadodara, and Surat, high-
lighting diverse attractions.

The Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion
Bureau (SLTPB) and Sri Lanka Con-
vention Bureau are set to organize a
B2B Roadshow and Networking
evening across three cities—Indore,
¥ Vadodara, and Surat—on June 10,
12, and 14, 2024. These events aim
to showcase Sri Lanka as an attrac-
tive destination for tourists through-
out the year and to boost visitor num-
bers from Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat by showcasing the country’s vast tourism potential to these critical Indian markets.

Guided by the esteemed Mr. Harin Fernando, the Honorable Minister for Tourism, Lands,
Sports, and Youth Affairs, the delegation will be headed by Mr. Krishantha Fernando, General
Manager of the Sri Lanka Convention Bureau. The delegation, which includes over 40 tourism
stakeholders such as Destination Management Companies, top-tier hotels and resorts,
homestays, tour operators, and other service providers from Sri Lanka, will participate in B2B
exchanges with industry counterparts in each city.

The roadshow series will serve as a platform to discuss Sri Lanka’s tourism vision, its new
slogan, and upcoming plans for tourism growth. It will also offer local delegates a chance to
network with key influencers, corporate leaders, MICE agents, trade associations, and other
service providers. With a lofty goal of attracting 2.5 million tourists in 2024, Sri Lanka has
embarked on a dynamic “You'll Come Back for More” global marketing campaign, encompassing
a comprehensive 360-degree approach. This campaign has already made its mark by featuring
Sri Lanka’s attractions at major international events, including the Arabian Travel Mart in Dubai,
and by hosting roadshows in notable cities like Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, and in Turkey,
further highlighting its commitment to becoming a staple in the global travel industry.




